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I respect, I shall, with pleasure, retain it. You were saying
something about a talisman. Are you serious ? I doubt
not that there are means which might obtain you the
desired trial; but the Prince Mahomed is as violent when
displeased or disappointed as munificent when gratified.
Cure this Christian captive, and we may certainly receive
the promised purses : fail, and your head will as assuredly
be flung into the Seraglio moat, to say nothing of my own/

* Most noble sir!' said the physician, ' I am willing to
undertake the experiment on the terms you mention.   Rest
assured that the patient, if alive, must, with this remedy,
speedily recover.    You marvel!    Believe me, had you wit-
nessed the cures which it has already effected, you would
only wonder at itg otherwise incredible influence.'

'You have the advantage,' replied the eunuch, Vof ad-
dressing a man who has seen something of the world. I
travel every year to Anatolia with the Prince Mahomed.
Were I a narrow-minded bigot, and had never been five
miles from Adrianople in the whole course of my life, I
might indeed be sceptical. But I am a patron of science,
and have heard of talismans. How much might this ring
weigh, think you ?'

11 have heard it spoken of as a carbuncle of uncommon
size/ replied the Armenian.

4 Where did you say you lodged, Hakim ?'

* At the Khan of Bedreddin.'

* A very proper dwelling.   Well, we shall see.   Have you
more jewels ?    I might, perhaps, put you in the way of
parting with some at good prices.    The Khan of Bedreddin
is very conveniently situated.    I may, perhaps, towards
evening, taste your coffee at the Khan of Bedreddin, and
we will talk of this said talisman.    Allah be with you,
worthy Hakim!'    The eunuch nodded, not without en-
couragement, and went his way.

* Anxiety alone enabled me to keep my countenance.1